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31 Blessing of the Backpacks
Pool Party
Preparing for Adolescence
AUGUST
3 Burger Bash
7 Bluegrass Sunday
Youth Family Event
19-21 Synergy

Backsliders Speakers
July 31 Judge Leon Burns

Young At Heart
Young at Heart will take place on
September 15 at 11 a.m., featuring Dr.
Kevin Conrad, speaking on the topic of
What Makes Methodists Different from
Other Denominations. There will be no
Young at Heart meeting in August.

Sunday Services
Worship Service
8:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Sunday School
9:45 a.m.
Live Broadcasts
11 a.m.—News Talk FM 94.1
www.YouTube.com
Contact
165 E. Broad Street
Cookeville, TN 38501
(931) 526-2177
www.cookevillefumc.org
Email: oﬃce@cookevillefumc.org

I saw an interview with Oprah Winfrey where people had written to
her telling her how much she had influenced them. One letter focused
on her school for girls in Africa as well as some insights she had
shared along the way. Oprah was very emotional. She shared the letter
with her friend, the poet Maya Angelo. She said, “This will be my
legacy.” Maya corrected her, “No, your real legacy will be each
person you have met along the way and how you influenced them.”
Do you ever think about your legacy? Do you think of the impact you
are making on people each day? What would you like your legacy to
be? What would you like your impact to be?

Last week, I spent two and a half days planning nine months of
sermons. (Sunday comes around very regularly!) As I was packing up
all my study materials, I thought and then prayed about how each
message might impact those who hear it. I have always felt the
weightiness of that responsibility. I hope each message has some
meaningful impact on you.
After 39 years and a total somewhere in the rage of over 1,500
sermons, I hope God has used some small part of what I have said to
shape people’s understanding, faith and devotion. Yet, all that
preaching is not as important as the relationship I have had with those
I have served. Our impact is both—what we say and how we relate to
one another. That is true of preachers, but also true of each one of us.
Genuine Christian discipleship is really about Christ inhabiting us and
our relationships so that others can see Christ in us and through us.
Take a moment. Really notice the people with whom you come into
contact each day. What will the legacy of your presence in their life
be? Will it be God’s presence? Will they know the story of grace
better—by having met and known you?

~ Dr. Kevin

By Our Presence
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Sunday, July 17, 2022

We are excited to announce Rev. Dr. Drew Shelley will be our spiritual
leader on our 2023 trip. We have two informational meetings scheduled in
August:

Total In-person and Online Views

364

L

2023

à August 7, 3 p.m., Murfreesboro First UMC

Sunday, July 24, 2022
Total In-person and Online Views

à August 30, 6 p.m., Cookeville First UMC (Jeff Wall Hall)

331

Actual Receipts for Two Weeks

$56,364.47

In the next several newsletters, we will share insight from previous
travelers describing what this experience meant to them and to encourage
you to join us in 2023 as we walk where Jesus walked.

Actual Expenses for Two Weeks

$79,361.17

From Michael Decker:
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As Rebecca will tell you, I HATE group tours. Oh, a 1-day
packaged guided tour can be a great choice when first visiting a
new city. But a week or two stuck on a bus with a bunch of
strangers with no control over the itinerary or the timing and
duration of stops? Absolutely not!

Online Giving

Well, let me tell you, this trip demolished that prejudice.
Although many of us were strangers to each other when we
began, within a few days we were a close-knit and harmonious
team that it was an absolute delight to be part of. In addition, our
tour guide was hands down the best that I’d ever had, and I
think everyone felt that way.

We have several ways for you to support the ongoing
ministries and operating expenses of your church.

·

Mail your check to 165 E Broad St. Cookeville, TN
38501

·

Automatic draft on the 5th and/or 20th each month.

·

Online giving by credit card

·

Online giving through recurring donations

But most importantly, our travels acquired a spiritual dimension
that was both unexpected and moving. I felt that I had set out as
a tourist and become a pilgrim, thanks in equal parts to the
itinerary, the guide, and the group.

Please call LuAnn in the church office at 526-2177 if
you would like to setup automatic draft or have any
questions about other options. Online giving is available
through our website at www.cookevillefumc.org/giving.
Thanks for your continued support!

Prayer Concerns
Marilyn Aitken
Carter Apple
Marie Brown
Robert Buck
Jeannie Buck
James Cherry
Dan Dodson
David Funk
Pat Gilbreath
Nate Griffis
Gwen Hewgley
Verle Irvine
Joyce Jackson
Ann Kellman
Brenda Kirouac
Chris Kirouac
Gilbert Kirouac

Sandra Lasater
Judy Layne
Heather Lee
Jeannine Lynn
Brian Maffett
Linda McConnell
Wayne Nichols
Jean Nichols
Jessica Oswalt
Gerald Padgett
Joey Poston
Rob Poteet
Lonnie Rice
Margaret Ridley
Corrynne Smith Clements
Brett Stanton
Linda Bilyeu Williams

Church members who are homebound or in nursing
homes and assisted living.
Sympathy and Prayers:
Jessica Oswalt & Ken Hunter on the death of her
mother, Ruth Ann Oswalt.

As you know, the church is putting together a repeat
performance of this Holy Land tour for February 2023. I can tell
you that if you choose to join that tour group, you will have one
of the best experiences of your life.
~ M. Decker

Our trip is scheduled for February 28-March 9. Brochures are available in
the narthex and online at www.cookevillefumc.org/HolyLand23. Contact
Kathy Conrad at kathyc@cookevillefumc.org if you need help registering
or have additional questions.
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The pantry is collecting 2023 calendars for our Christmas baskets. If you
receive any promotional calendars in the mail that you will not use, please
keep them and drop them off at the church office.
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All rising 6th graders are invited to participate in a very
important class that informs and celebrates tweens
growing into maturity, both spiritually and sexually. It is
taught by Dr. Jim Batson, a local pediatrician and a
member of our church. The class size is limited to 20
participants.

Parent Orientation: Sunday, July 31 at noon. Classes are the Sundays in
August (August 7, 14, 21, and 28) from 5-6 p.m. in room B214 in the
Freeman Building.
For updated information, please
visit us online at
www.cookevillefumc.org or
find us on Facebook and
Twitter.

Register online at www.cookevillefumc.org/preparing-for-adolescence.
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We are back to packing boxes for our monthly
distributions.
We will be packing on the Monday morning prior to
the distribution dates. Shifts are 9 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m.-noon.
Our shifts for distribution are on Tuesdays from
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m., 2 p.m. - 4 p.m., and
4 p.m. - 6 p.m.
We are thankful for each and every person that helps
us! In order to manage the number of volunteers,
please email your preferred shift to
servant@cookevillefumc.org
à
à
à
à
à
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August 16
September 20
October 18
November 15
December 13

A

Wednesday, August 3
6:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study — C112
2:30 p.m.
Kni ing — B206
5:00 p.m.
Burger Bash — Christian Life Center

N

Spending Wednesdays with this group is rewarding
and FUN! Let us know if you have any questions by
emailing servant@cookevillefumc.org or calling the
church office.
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We will be having a family meeting on August 7 to
go over calendar dates and weekly schedules as
school starts back. We will start in the Christian Life
Center with a family meal at 5:00 p.m. and then move
into our meeting. We are asking youth families to
bring a side to share with everyone. We hope you will
be able to make it! Let us know if you will be
attending!
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Monday, August 1
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study — Jeﬀ Wall Hall
9:00 a.m.
Pickleball (Advanced) — Gym
10:00 a.m.
Mary Martha Circle — B213
12:00 p.m.
Esther Circle — Jeﬀ Wall Hall
1:00 p.m.
Pickleball (Novice) — Gym
5:00 p.m.
Trustees Meeting
Tuesday, August 2
9:00 a.m.
Pickleball — Gym
10:00 a.m.
Anna Rebecca Circle — Parlor
1:45 p.m.
Dulcimer — B214

It's back to school time for Hope Academy. We are
excited to start another term and need a few more
volunteers. If you are interested in leading a special
interest program, are available to be an occasional
substitute volunteer, or are interested in volunteering
on a weekly basis, please let us know.
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Sunday, July 31 — Blessing of the Backpacks
8:30 a.m.
Worship Service — Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School — Classrooms
11:00 a.m.
Worship Service — Sanctuary
12:00 p.m.
Preparing for Adolescence (Parent Orientation) — B214
4:00 p.m.
Church-Wide Pool Party — Cookeville Community Pool
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You can hear the Upper Room Daily Devotional read
aloud by calling this toll-free number
(877) 600-7218. This audio service is provided free of
charge from Upper Room.

Thursday, August 4
9:00 a.m.
Pickleball — Gym
10:00 a.m.
Chair Yoga — Jeﬀ Wall Hall
5:00 p.m.
Pickleball — Gym
Friday, August 5
7:45 a.m.
Dipsy Doodle Men’s Breakfast—Dipsy Doodle Restaurant
Saturday, August 6
10:00 a.m.
GriefShare — B206
Sunday, August 7
8:30 a.m.
Worship Service — Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Sunday School — Classrooms
11:00 a.m.
Worship Service — Sanctuary
5:00 p.m.
Family Meeting — K-12th grade — Christian Life Center
Preparing for Adolescence — B214
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Have you ever watched a documentary and wished to have a conversation
about the content or searched for a way to apply what you've
learned? Beginning in August, we will be hosting a monthly movie
viewing to use as a discussion starter for topics related to our mission
focus for each month.
Save the Date
August 22
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The printed copy of the July/August
Upper Room devotional book is available
in the church office and Gym foyer in the
Freeman Building and in the foyer of the
sanctuary building.

September 26
October 24
November 28

Mission Focus

Movie Topic

Jere Whitson Elementary

Education

Outreach

Diversity

Habitat for Humanity
Food Pantry

Affordable Housing
Food Insecurity
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School can be fun, scary, awesome, and tough. We're
sending our students and educators back to school
with our prayers and our blessings. We will hold a
blessing of the backpacks Sunday, July 31, at both
worship services. All students and educators are
encouraged to bring their backpacks and briefcases to
the service and be blessed!
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Burgers, brats, and all the
fixings! Bounce house and
games for the children!
Join us for Burger Bash on
Wednesday, August 3, from
5 – 6:30 p.m. in the Christian
Life Center. $5 per person,
capped at $20 per family.

This is the kick-off event for Early Childhood Music,
Choir Club, and Youth Choir. Register online at , so
we know how much food to cook at
www.cookevillefumc.org/burger-bash.
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Join us on Sunday, July 31st for a
church-wide pool party! It will be
from 4-6 pm at the Cookeville
community pool. Your whole
family is invited! The church will
provide BBQ and drinks, we are
just asking that everyone else bring
a side!

Sign up online at www.cookevillefumc.org/pool-party to let us know if
you’ll be attending, so we can keep a head count! We hope you can
join us for this afternoon full of fellowship and fun! Email Kelsey to
sign-up to bring a side-dish at children@cookevillefumc.org.
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On August 14, we will acknowledge Martha Sue Bonner and Kathy
Evans and their many years of devoted service to the Music Ministry.
During the 11 a.m. service, we will present a stained glass window in
their honor. The window will be hung in the reception area opposite
the front doors. Please join us on that day to celebrate the contributions
of these committed ladies

